
Upshur County Commission Meeting October 6, 2016 (continued) 
 

 
Carrie:  These are, this is the overview picture of the homes on Sunny Acres Drive that Mr. Ware was 
referring to  
 
Terry:  Terri Jo would you like to……… 
 
Terri Jo:  So just for clarification, uh, within that subdivision there are two streets as Mr. Ware indicated. 
There’s a Broomsage Lane and a Sunny Acres Drive, it’s not Sunny Acres Road, it is Sunny Acres Drive.  
And we have, we do have a number 58 structure off of that driveway, uh, where Mr. Ware was 
indicating that that was number 125… 
 
RWare:  129 
 
Terri Jo:  129.  That’s actually up on beyond that, that structure that has a number 58 on it.  And, uh, he 
also asked me if I would provide him with the addresses off of Broomsage Lane, so, just for your, the 
Commission’s knowledge, the house on the left is 249 and the house on the right is 210.  And, as you 
know, we, we do it based on the point of entry in to the structure, so, based on where that driveway 
comes off of that private driveway road name is how we, we GPS that location and the structure itself to 
generate that address.  So odd will always be on the left, even will always be on the right, if you start at 
one and two at the beginning.   
 
RWare:  In looking at this picture, what about all these, there’s a whole bunch of trailers.  There’s like a 
trailer park here across the road from 210.  I don’t see any numbers there.   
 
Terri Jo:  I didn’t provide you with those, Sir.  
 
RWare:  Ok.  But there is trailers there and there are numbers on them?   
 
Terri Jo:  Yes.  That’s an aerial from March 30th of 2016.  So it’s a brand new aerial. 
 
RWare:  Now if I were to bring you documents about 58, that you say is number 58, and the people that 
live there are receiving their mail as 129, have been for, for years, way before we moved there.  Is that 
what I need to bring in?  Or bring those people in here to say we live there and we receive mail as 129? 
 
Terri Jo:   The Upshur County Commission Office has a copy of the documentation at which the previous 
owners that shows when we released that physical address to that structure we released it as number 
58.  We have no authority as far as where the people get their United States mail from.  But for 911 
purposes we did provide that to a previous owner of 58. How or where the confusion could have come 
into play I certainly can’t speak to that, but I do know that the Commission has released the property 
address to the proper owner at the time. 
 
Buddy:   If a phone call would come in, you know what I mean, from Mr. Ware’s house, to 911 Center, 
they would be able to direct EMS, police, fire or everything through the technology, even though it 
doesn’t have a sign, should be able to direct them right straight to his house.   Am I correct? 
 



Terri Jo:  Speaking on how the system works, by all means yes.  Every road intersection has an address 
that tells me how far up Route 20 South this Sunny Acres Drive is, so, I, I’m just going to throw a number 
out there, I don’t know that it is, but it, but it would tell the 911 Communication Center that it’s twelve 
point seven tenths of a mile up there and that drive kicks off of Route 20 on the left.  So we know when 
we dispatch emergency service personnel that we’re going to go a certain number of distance up Route 
20 to that drive.  And then the number of the structure identifies its location or point of entry so where 
their driveway is to get into their structure.   
 
Buddy:  Course I, I agree with Mr. Ware it would be nice to have a sign up there… 
 
Terri Jo:  Sure 
 
Buddy:   you know what I mean, and I can certainly see his concern and stuff, but I thought we had the 
technology, you know what I mean, that when we, we dispatch somebody, that we can say it’s 
approximately twelve miles up Route 20 South, you will then take a left on, of course if you give a road 
name sign and it doesn’t have a sign on it, you know what I mean, 
 
Terri Jo:  Right  
 
Buddy:  which it may indicate here because it does have a road name, it just doesn’t have a sign.  So, if 
you are going up that way and you are looking for that sign that says Sunny Acres Drive, you would 
probably drive past it.   
 
Terri Jo:  Its human nature, I think if you know, I, I shouldn’t speak for the 911 Communication Center, 
and/or any first responders, but I mean it’s human nature that you look for signage when you are trying 
to identify, especially a private driveway, you know, a lot of people know the DOH roadways and things 
of that nature but private driveways, and that’s the reason that we only name the driveways that are 
required to be named for our Ordinance for situations just like this.  Uh, but it, it would be very helpful if 
there was signs up on every roadway and house numbers, there was a house number on every 
structure, by all means that would aid dispatch to those structures.  The 911 Communication Center still 
has the ability, without a sign being up, to locate a structure. 
 
JC:  Terry Jo, uh, you’re familiar with mapping and addressing, I know you have been here for a good 
number of years. 
 
Terri Jo:  Thanks, JC 
 
JC:  When the, when the ordinance was passed, its Mr. uh Ware’s contention, or at least belief, I think 
he stated, that the state would have given the county money to buy these signs for the private roads.  Is 
that something you are aware of, or…. 
 
Terri Jo:  The county was given.. 
 
JC:   Cause he’s talking about misfeasance.  He said that we had received, and in his opinion, I don’t 
know if it is true or not, that we had received funding from the state to allow for this.  Uh, do you know 
if we did or not? 
 



RWare:  May, may I interject?  I believe you could have, because the state provides provisions for you to 
be reimbursed.  Now, I don’t know that you asked for that reimbursement, but you had to, 
 
JC:  Do you know 
 
RWare:  in order to get it, they’re just not gonna give it to you. 
 
JC:  None of the three Commissioners to my knowledge were here at the time.  Do you know, Terri Jo, 
if? 
 
Terri Jo:   When, when we, at the time we established the addressing and mapping ordinance there was 
an, a board in place, the statewide addressing and mapping board that I believe Mr. Ware may have 
been getting some of his documentation from.  That board is no longer in effect.  In 2009 the County 
Commission did receive reimbursement of roughly twenty five thousand dollars from the law suit that 
the State of West Virginia actually received which I’m sure Carrie can tell on top of that twenty five 
thousand dollars was not even a drop in the bucket of what this project actually cost the county to do, 
and continues to cost the county to do in order to maintain those addresses.  But we, it was roughly 
twenty five thousand dollars that, that the county did get reimbursed at the time.  Now, there’s no 
additional money coming in as a reimbursement continuously, but there was a reimbursement from that 
time and it was from a law suit from, uh, AT&T or Frontier, or whomever that telephone company was 
at that time, that had to pay the State of West Virginia and it was divided up among the counties.  
 
Carrie:  You have nine hundred and nineteen private roadways in Upshur County.  A sign, on average, is 
about a hundred and fifty dollars.  You’d be looking at over a hundred and thirty five thousand dollars to 
purchase signage for all the private roadways in Upshur County.   
 
JC:  I’m certain that that was what the Commission at the time that this transpired was concerned 
about.  I can’t speak for them, but I presume that would be a logical concern that they would have had 
at the time.   
 
Terri Jo:  I’m sure you could go back to 2003 when our ordinance was adopted and find that we pretty 
much took the state model ordinance at that time and put in Upshur County where those blanks were.  
So the state model ordinance is what we duplicated that says, you know, like Mr. Ware is saying, that it’s 
the property owner’s responsibility, but the Commission could change that.  I only know of, I think, three 
other counties right now that does pay for signage for roadways.  But it’s in their ordinance as such.  
They changed the model ordinance to reflect that, where Upshur County, and, you know, all the other 
counties did not.  
 
Terry:  Ok.  Thank you, Terri Jo.   
 
Buddy:  Thank you 
 
Terri Jo:  You’re welcome 
 
Carrie:  Terri, the next time you are in the French Creek area could you take a look at that second house 
on Sunny Acres Drive and confirm that it does have the wrong address displayed and then we can send 
them a letter if it does have the wrong address advising them  
 



Terri Jo:  I can see if it they have an address displayed, sure.  I mean I don’t necessarily (unknown) their 
mail, but I can see if they have it displayed right, their physical address 
 
Carrie:  Mr. Ware, when you come in and get your proof of physical address we then advise the property 
owner to take that form to the postal service  
 
RWare:  We did that, that how we got our address 
 
Carrie:  So I’m thinking that that’s probably not something that your neighbor did.  They would need to 
take that form to the Post Office and advise them to change an address and then they could update that 
in their system.  Just as a neighbor, you may want to mention that to them 
 
RWare:  I will do that this afternoon.  Because I know what they’re saying is that’s exactly what we did.  
We came in and got our address for the Post Office and what we found at that time, the address that we 
were told was different from the address you guys had.  So, whoever the streets people or whoever the 
lady was over it, maybe it was her 
 
Terri Jo:  It was me 
 
RWare:  We got these documents and we took it to the Post Office and they told us where to put our 
mail box up, so I know that this confusion’s happened.  Maybe that’s what happened up there, I don’t 
know, but I know that’s 58 down there, and somebody drives down there every day and gets their mail.  
And it’s not the people that live behind us.  Every day they pull in there, get their mail, and drive back up 
the road.   
 
Terry:  Ok, moving on.  Uh, item number six under items for discussion…………………………… 
 
 
 
 


